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certain of our soldiers talk so much of war with her ? No
country can fight the whole world. One would have thought
it obvious that Japan, driven as she is into hostilities with
those two champion wrestlers* England and America,
would not hesitate to grasp the hand of her neighbour and
to get from her any and every assistance in cutting her way
out from a desperate position in which she is beset on all
sides.
It is, of course, essential to be on one's guard against
Communism. We Japanese, however, need see nothing in it,
as a principle, to fear. What we really have to guard against
is not Communism, to think of that obscures the issue, but
heedless provocation of Russia. To kill the small insect and to
leave the big one alive is to commit the folly of ultimately
destroying oneself.
Holland.
On account of the strategical and economic importance
of her East Indian possessions, the attitude of Holland
would have a very considerable influence on the result of a
war between Japan and England.
Strung out in a chain, like twinkling stars, across the
South China Sea and the Pacific to the south of the Philip-
pines, the Netherlands East Indies leap to the eye on opening
the map of the world. The approaches to Singapore from
the Indian Ocean are screened by Sumatra, Java, and the
Lesser Sunda Isles. The route north to Hongkong is flanked
by the Natuna Islands and Borneo. That to Australia passes
between Java and the Celebes.
The Netherlands East Indies stand to a naval base at
Singapore much as our Pacific Islands stand to Manila.
Their possession by either England or Japan would determine
the fate of Singapore and the command of the South jChina
Sea, the South Pacific, and, perhaps, the Indian Ocean.
It is no exaggeration to say that they constitute the strat-
egical key to Australia, New Zealand, and India, not to
mention Singapore. Their importance in an Anglo-Japanese
war is not, however, solely strategical: it has its economic
side. The islands are noted for their production of sugar,
coffee, rubber, tobacco, tin, and oil. Of the last named in
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* The professional wrestlers of Japan compete in two leagues of the
East and the West, in each of which one man is champion.—Translator.

